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APPE.VPIX. ence, containing the revision of those proceedings, the
public business will be increased in a degree likely to pro-
duce the greatest embarrassment.
"I am quite aware that much of the good which has
been done In India has been effected by the local govern-
ment, and much ought at all times to be left to its
discussion; but I cannot think that the check of the
home authorities is without its use, or that it can ever be
safely dispensed with. I would strengthen the political
power of the supreme government to the utmost; nor
can it well be armed with an authority too absolute over
Europeans resorting to India; but I cannot perceive any
necessity for withdrawing from the subordinate presi-
dencies the free and independent exercise of all the
administrative functions of government, whether revenue,
judicial, military, commercial, or even legislative.
" I apprehend, however, that in adding three members
to the supreme council, it may be proposed to introduce
some of the judges of the king's courts or political parti-
sans from this country, or perhaps some eminent native
of India. Such projects have been contemplated, and
have been advocated by particular individuals; but I
consider them to be open to the most formidable objec-
tions. As, however, they have not yet been put forth
in any tangible shape, I shall reserve myself until they
be officially announced in a manner which may enable
me to deal with them.
" But I must observe upon the proposal to subject the
appointment of * councillors to the approbation of the
king/ or, in other words, to transfer the patronage to
his Majesty's ministers. The best security which we pos-
sess at present for good government in India, depends
upon the judicious exercise of the power to select from
the service at large the members of council at the differ-